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fraudulent uses of credit cards. u/s detective alon
with the actor William Cortez who agreed to give a
U/s detective along with Detective

again being| advised of his Rights by Detective Armstron
r gggs. Mr'a conrtez started the statement by describing
credit cards.

stolen card numbers that are obtained

from Abes partner who he knows as Frank. Frank 1
states als spgndin$ a lot of time in Atlanta ,
u/s and detectives tr

the actors
many other

recovered items see initial investigation report.
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on Q4/12/0B|u/s detective was informed by Sgt. carrattini that he had_an actor at the nerth

district who was willing to give a charge statement concerning several charges invalving
with Detective Armstrong did
rmal charge statement. .
Armstrong and one of the arresti
PO Thomas Joneg did start a video and audio statement with the actor william Cortez, After
Mr. Cortez did si
s part on the mak
r. Cortez stated that he would use an encoder and Taﬂtop computer to cook
the back of| credit cards. Mr. Cortez was asked what he meant by coo

is a term he uses when he encodes the maﬁnet1c strip on the back of credit cards with

t

speak
ng officers

gn and waive his
ng of fraudulent

and he stated that it

rough skimming angd several different mathods. Mr.
Cortez states that he is sent several times a week by e-mail stolen credit card numbers

s known to travel and Tive in different

(After later questioning by the
om the prosecutors office Frank may be one Francisco Lake) s
the emails were recovered by the arresting officers after a consent to search was
apartment where numercus skimmer's , various amounts of credit cards s
various items were recovered and placed into evidence(For a complete list of

averal of
done at
along with

" Mr. cortez than started to describe several of the people who were involved
in the operlation, Mr, Cortez stated that he mainly worked for a pearson named Abe Berger who
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owns a store in| the diamond district possibly named the Exchange which was Tlocated on 47th
5t. possibly between 5th and 6th st. in New York ¢ity. Mr. Cortez stated that Abe ldives 1in

describes him as a Jewish male who wears a Yamika and is approx. 5 ft 9

is between 50 and 55 years|of age. Mr. Cortez_stated that Ee met Abe whan
B years of age and he started out as a personal driver for_abe until Abe

ro encode the credit cards.; Mr. Cortez stated that he would get blank

om either Abe or another person who he knows as Iris who picks up the blank

personal driver who he khnows as vinny. i .

Mr. Cortez went on to describe a female who he knows as Iris by stating
second person who is used in making the fraudulent cards. Mr. Cortez stated
guipment to put the printing on the front of the credit cards. He believes

called an Eltron machine and he knows Iris to also make Ehnny Drivers
veral different states using this machine. Iris is described as an hispamic
50 years old with brown hair and she lives in an older white house on the

right side of 5
known to drlve

the credit

he would meét
Ave. Mr. Cortez
items rangihg f
The items were
the items.
aﬂartment had 1
shell gas sgati
he has neve
hone. Mr. Cort
ocation before
they only used

traced as epsy
the skimmgr ag

300 to 400 hun
or three times
Berger.

cards he infor
that he wasg in
speak about th
six_males_were
po111ng places
was asked by

election himse
names to use T
downtown area.
names of the m
Torres, ch$r11
clarified the

account ang
these check
Mr. Cortes
of the {nd;
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City areas|
and did co
vincent Bonacd
have N303 tran
bet. Bonaccolt

ntad

tevens Ave. off of Ocean ave. 1in Jersey city with het children. Iris is
an older model black maxima.

Mr. cortez stated that & third person was used to make the front side of

ards and he would later remember the name of this person when being interviewed
by the detettives from the prosecutors office. Mr. Cortez went oh to further describe how
afrer the credit cards were finished he would deliver them to people he called workers who

nh the street and sometimes lat the punkin donuts on Griffith St. and Central
stated that these workers would use the cards to buy numerous_types of
rom gift cards at supermarkets to expensive electronics and Rolex watches,

then taken to Abe and he wduld give the workers 18% of the retail value of

Mr, Cortez further statqd that one of the skimmer's recovered at his

o be delivered on 4/13/08 to a person who he knows as Carlos who works at a
on on the Eastbound side of Route 3 in Secaucus,

met carlos but he was geing to conmtact him with a

Nj. Mr. cortez stated that
number which was in his cell
ez stated that he would usually leave the skimmer for two weeks at a

retrieving it and obtaining the stolen numbers. Mr. Cortez informed us that

%éd the u/s and Detect

his Tong time friend Luis Torras. Mr.

detectives |of [the Prosector’s office.
1,000 dollar check that was g
i the indjviduals

also stated that Charlie would go to,
viduals would be challenged from voting.

visa and Mastercard numbers with the skimmer because they could not be

as American Express cards, Mr. cortéz further stated that he would not use

ain at the same location for at least two weeks. .

Mr. Cortez informed the u/s that when business was busy he sometimes made

ired credit cards daily. He stated that he was now making up to 100 cards two

a week. Mr. Cortez stated that he would be paid 5 dollars a card by Abe
lained his role in the maki

After Mr Cortez ex ng of the fraudulent credit
gve Armstrong that he had tol

the arresting officers
olved in some kind of voting fraud in JerseE City and he would also Tike to
t during the interview. Mr. Cortez started Dy
steve Fulop using different names

G

stating that he and at least
asked to vote for at several different
when he ran Tor councilman 2 or three years ago. Mr, Cortez stated that he
cortez stated that on the day of the
1f and the following people were picked up in a white van_and given a 1ist of
n vote Tor Steve Fu?op as they were drivenh to various polling places in the
Mr. Cortez stated that he personally voted using eight different names. The
les he was able to remember who also voted under different names were Luis
Tarres, Joseph Romeo, Eddie Torres and victor Reyes. Mr. Cortez better
ames of these individuals during the taped audio statement with the
Mr, Cortez stated that these individuals were given a
iven to Luis Torres who cashed the checks in his wife's bank
were given the cash by Luis Torres. Mr. Cortez stated that
ere given to Luis by Charlie and Tom who_both worked for the Fulop campaign.
the poiling places to help out in case any

Mr. Cortez additionally added that if he could talk with someone from the

nareotics squad he had information involving some drug locations in the Newark and Jersey

North Detective Commander Lt. Sprague did respond to the
t the chief of Detectives at the Hudson County Prosecutors
olta did respond to the north district. U/s Detect
sport Mr, Cortez to the Hudson County Prosecutors
a and Detective Michael Signorile from the prosecu

North District
office. Detective
ive along with PO Jones did
office to6 be interviewed by
tors special Investigations
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unit. Detect
concerning T
that he was
making those
District to
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he fraudulent credit card use and the vo
the Tiaison for the Prosecutors office t
necessary notifications when needed. u/s
complete necessary reports.
transport Mr.

signorile and Bonaccolta did take a formal audio statement from Mr. Cortez

ter fraud. Detective Bonaccolta stated
0 the Secret Service and he would be
Detective responded back to the North
PO Jones and Detective Bonaccorte did later
Bonnacorte back to the North District to be processed to BCT and the County.
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